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CHAPTER 1 
 

CATHARINE MALONE (c1773-1841) 
and JOHN WORTHINGTON 

 
CATHARINE MALONE was born in Ireland circa 1771, but nothing more is known of her 
before she was tried at the Tholsel, Dublin, in April 1792. Catharine and Ann McNamara 
(aka Grant) were charged with stealing £3/19/7½, the property of Francis Hopkins. Both 
were sentenced to be transported for seven years.   
 
Catharine’s native place is not indicated, but we can probably assume she lived in or close 
to Dublin. A look into that city’s history reveals that the population of Dublin in the 18th 
Century was estimated to have risen from 60,000 at its beginning, to 172,000 at the end of 
the century. For much of that time, Dublin thrived in a new era of peace and prosperity. 
Conditions improved for the middle and upper classes, but there was still a great deal of 
poverty and disease and a rapid increase in the slum population, fed by the mounting 
rural migration to the city. This altered the demographic, Catholics becoming the majority 
in the city in the late 18th century.  
 
An abstract from the book “Dublin hanged: crime, law enforcement, and punishment in 
late eighteenth-century Dublin”,  by B. Henry (1994) gives some background to the times.  
 

“During that period, violent crime was common; between 1780 and 1795 there were 390 homicides 
reported in the city and county of Dublin. Repetitive crime was rampant, and major property theft 
was a daily occurrence. To cope with the dramatically rising crime rate, the city of Dublin built a 
new prison and the Irish Parliament passed numerous laws designed to punish, prevent, and deter 
crime. In 1786, the Parliament passed the Police Act which created the first centralized police force in 
the country; political opposition brought down the police in 1795. Nonetheless, thousands of 
criminals were arrested and sentenced to whipping, incarceration, deportation to North America 
and Australia, and hangings. By the mid-1790's, levels of violent crime in Dublin had receded 
significantly, due to the willingness of Parliament to impose harsh sentences, as well as the 
beginnings of the French Wars in 1793.” 

 
On 12 April 1793 Catharine and Ann were among the 50 female and 110 male convicts on 
board when the Sugar Cane set sail, one of two Irish convict ships that left Cork that year. 
Collins reports: “Nothing had happened on board her until the 25th of May, when 
information was given to Mr. David Wake Bell, the agent on the part of Government, that 
a mutiny was intended by the convicts, and that they had proceeded so far as to saw off 
some of their irons. Insinuations were at the same time thrown out, of the probability of 
their being joined by certain of the sailors and of the guard. The agent, after making the 
necessary inquiry, thought it indispensable to the safety of the ship to cause an instant 
example to be made, and ordered one of the convicts who was found out of irons to be 
executed that night. Others he punished the next morning; and by these measures, as 
might well be expected, threw such a damp on the spirits of the rest, that he heard no 
more during the voyage of attempts or intentions to take the ship.” 
 

 The Sugar Cane had a naval surgeon on board with responsibility for the welfare of the 
convicts, a rare occurrence between 1788 and 1814. During the brief stay in Rio, the 
Surgeon-Superintendant David Wake Bell reported: “From the difficulty watering we have 
made a longer stay than I had reason at first to expect. The convicts are all well, and so 
much refreshed from the fresh beef and vegetables (of which they have had a plentiful 
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supply) that there is every reason to expect the remainder of the voyage they will be 
equally healthy as the first part of it.”   
 

 
 

Five years after the First Fleet arrived in the Colony of New South Wales, after a trip 
taking 157 days, the Sugar Cane anchored in Sydney Cove at about six o’clock in the 

evening of Tuesday 17 September 1793. Most of the convicts were sent to the Government 
farm and convict station at Toongabbie. There, by 1791, thirteen huts had been built near 
Toongabbie Creek (now Old Toongabbie) to house the convicts, and the Government Farm 
was established.  By 1794, four thousand acres had been cleared, and bound convicts were 
working side by side with emancipated men who were paid for their labour.  
 
Boddingtons was the other (earlier) convict transport to leave in 1793. She was delayed 
reaching Cork and by 6 February the Boddingtons’ convicts had been on another vessel, the 
Hibernia, for seven weeks, ill with fevers and dysentery. Richard Kent, the navy surgeon 
on board, restored them to reasonable health, however, before the ship sailed on February 
15, 1793. He forwarded a report to the Home Department in 1793 in which he stated: 
 

“I must say that it would be right to bind down the captains of ships carrying convicts under the 
direction of an agent, that he might comply with the orders given him for the preservation of the 
lives and health of the convicts; for, if I had not persevered and got everything done myself on the 
Boddingtons, for the cleanliness and comfort of the convicts, I do believe there might be a great 
mortality amongst them; for my orders respecting them were never attended to, and Captain 
Chalmers told me he only came in the ship to navigate her.  After which I contrived to get the 
convicts themselves to preserve order, cleanliness and regularity among one another, and I am 
happy to say that the trouble I took in keeping them in order was amply compensated in the little 
trouble there was with them in the medical department. (quoted in Bateson, 1974, pp44-45).” 
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Only one male convict died on the Boddingtons' voyage. However, there were frequent 
alarms of mutiny and conspiracy among the convicts and the guard of the New South 
Wales Corps, but no attempt to seize the ship actually occurred. Boddingtons arrived at 
Sydney Cove on 7 August 1793, a voyage of 173 days.   

In his diary entry for 28 October 1793, the infamous judge Richard Atkins wrote: 
“The two last Ships from Ireland [departed Cork, Boddingtons, arr. 7/8/1793 and Sugar 
Cane, arr. 17/9/1793] brought us upwards of 200 of the greatest villains on earth, since 
which time crimes and riots have multiplied.” 
 

 

Nine months after her arrival, in June 1794, Catharine married William Butts in St John's 
Church of England, Parramatta. William had appeared at the Old Bailey on 12 September 
1787, indicted for feloniously stealing, on the 26 August last, one silk handkerchief, value 
2s. the property of Thomas Pitcher. The prosecutor took the prisoner with the 
handkerchief upon him. He was found guilty and sentenced to transportation for 7 years. 
William came to Australia on the William and Ann (1791 Third Fleet). 

Catharine’s early years in Australia can be traced from various reports of her activities 
(note: she also appeared in various records as Catherine with an “e”, but I have chosen to 
stay with the “a”, as that is how her name is spelt on her headstone). From the wide 
reporting of a crime to which Catherine was a witness, it appears that Catharine and 
William Butts were both at the Government Farm in Toongabbie by 1794. In an extract 
from “Buried alive”, by Jack Egan, George Thompson, a seaman on the Royal Admiral, 
described in his journal the conditions in the colony. At Toongabbie he wrote: 

"Their hours of work are from five in the morning till eleven, they then leave off till two in 
the afternoon, and work from that time till sunset. They are allowed no breakfast hour,  
because they seldom have anything to eat. Their labor is felling trees, digging up the 
stumps, rooting up the shrubs and grass, turning up the ground with spades or hoes, and 
carrying the timber to convenient places. From the heat of the sun, the short allowance of 
provisions and the ill-treatment they receive from a set of merciless wretches (most of their 
own description) who are the superintendents, their lives are truly miserable.  

At night, they are placed in a hut, fourteen, sixteen or eighteen together (with a woman, 
whose duty it is to keep it clean, and to provide victuals for the men when at work), without 
the comfort of either beds or blankets, unless they take them from the ship they came out in, 
or rich enough to purchase them when they come on shore. They have neither bowl, plate, 
spoon, nor knife, but what they can make of the green wood of the country, only one small 
iron pot being allowed to dress their poor allocation of meat, rice, &c; in short, all the 
necessary conveniences of life they are strangers to, and suffer everything they could dread 
in their sentence of transportation ... 

The women have a more comfortable life than the men; those who are not fortunate enough 
to be selected for wives, (which every officer, settler, and soldier is entitled to, and few are 
without) are made hut-keepers; those who are not dignified with this office, are made to 
make shirts, frocks, trowsers, &c, for the men, at a certain number per day; occasionally to 
pick grass in the fields, and for a very slight offence are kept constantly at work the same as 
the men." 
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On 13 October 1794 Catherine Malone gave evidence at the trial of John Hill, charged with  
the murder of  Simon Burn at Toongabbie.  She deposed that about eight in the evening of 
Sunday 5 October as she was returning from a hut where she had been with Mr Atkin's 
servant(s) in company with (?) she saw Burn : …his right hand in his bosom…he was 
much in liquor….he said he was cut and for God's sake he begged to be taken to a hut.  
That on taking his hand out from she saw the blood running out, and he fell, saying at the 
same time that he had been killed by the Butcher. Other Sugar Cane convicts, John Burn, 
Morgan Brien and Mary Hartley all gave evidence.  John Hill was found guilty of murder. 

A detailed account of the crime is given by Collins:  

“On the evening preceding the day of his execution, information was received from Parramatta, that 
Simon Burn, a settler, had been stabbed to the heart about eight o'clock in the evening before, of 
which wound he died in an hour. The man who perpetrated this atrocious act was a convict named 
Hill, a butcher by trade. It appeared on the trial, which lasted five hours, that Hill had borne the 
deceased much animosity for some time, and, having been all the day (which, to aggravate the 
offence, happened to be Sunday) in company drinking with him, took occasion to quarrel with a 
woman with whom he cohabited, and following her into an empty house, whither she had run to 
avoid a beating, the deceased, unhappily for him, interfered, and was by Hill stabbed to the heart; 
living, as has been said, about an hour, but having just strength enough to declare in the presence of 
several witnesses, that the butcher had killed him. The prisoner attempted to set up an alibi for his 
defence; but the fact of killing was incontrovertibly fixed upon him, as well as the malice which 
urged his hand to take away the life of his fellow-creature, and to send him, with the fin upon his 
head of having profaned the Lord's day by rioting and drunkenness, unprepared before his Maker. 
This poor man was buried by his widow (an Irish woman) in a corner of his own farm, attended by 
several settlers of that and the neighbouring districts, who celebrated the funeral rites in a manner 
and with orgies suitable to the disposition and habits of the deceased, his widow, and themselves. 
Hill was executed on the 16th, and his body dissected according to his sentence.” 

 

 

A western view of Toongabbie circa 1794 (Lowry, Wilson, 1762-1824) 
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In November 1794 William Butts was granted 50 acres of land in the Northern Boundary / 
The Ponds district (located between North Parramatta and Ryde), with a rental of 1/- per 
annum to begin in 1799.   

Catharine and William’s only child, Sarah, was born on 10 December 1794, but lived for 
just over two years. She was buried on 27 January 1797 in  St John's Church of England 
Cemetery, Parramatta. 

By the time of the General Muster of 1801 Catharine and William had settled on the new 
property. Catharine was recorded as being with Butts, with 30 acres, of which 24 were 
cleared, 12 sown to wheat and 8 hogs.  They lived on the property with a female servant.  
However, the Sydney Gazette reported on 6 November 1803 that “On Monday last 29 large 
sheaves of blighted wheat were cut on Butt's farm near Parramatta, which when threshed, 
yielded only ten pounds of grain, though from its once very promising appearance, two 
bushels might have been reasonably expected from the same quantity.”  

Further down the same column it was noted that “A Letter from Parramatta mentions the 
Blight at the Northern Boundary to be more severe than any where else in that 
neighbourhood : but concludes with saying that it was generally hoped the rains that have 
fallen during the week will considerably check its progress.” Unfortunately this did not 
eventuate, as the same newspaper reported a week later “We are much concerned to state 
that the late Blights have almost wholly destroyed the Crops of Wheat about Parramatta, 
Prospect, Baulkham, and Seven Hills, which a (shortcoming)? since were so luxuriant an 
appearance. According to an inspection taken by Order of His Excellency, upwards of 700 
Acres in these Districts have been totally destroyed and on the Farm of Mr. Cox, who had 
250 Acres in Wheat, not more than 50 appear likely to defray the Expense of Reaping”.  

 

Not only were things not going too well on the farm for poor William, but it appears that 
Catherine had gone off the rails also, for on 27 October 1805 the following appeared in the 
Sydney Gazette: “William Butts, settler hereby forbids any person accrediting on her 
account, Catharine Butts, his Wife (formerly Catharine Malone) as no debt or debts by her 
contracted will be acknowledged or discharged by him, the said William Butts.”  
 
It seems that Catharine had made her way to The Rocks area by this time, since on 7 
December 1805, before the Bench of Magistrates, Catharine Malone (alias Butts) was 
charged with secreting herself in the house of John Sparrow with a very suspicious intent, 
and for other improper conduct. The charges were proved and Catharine was ordered to 
work at the Parramatta factory for twelve months. 
 
The obvious contender for the role of “victim” in this crime scene is John Sparrow, who 
was transported on the Pitt, arriving on 14 February 1792. He was a prominent figure in 
The Rocks in the years following and it seems had become a target for robbery during his 
early days in the colony.  While a patient at the hospital, three watches were stolen from a 
box belonging to the watchmaker Sparrow (one very valuable, the property of an officer).  
Some time later it was reported that “the watches which had remained so long 
undiscovered were brought down from Parramatta by Lieutenant Macarthur. By a chain 
of circumstances it appeared that they had been stolen by John Bevan, who at the time had 
broken out of the prison hut at Toongabbie, and coming immediately down to Sydney, in 
conjunction with Sutton (the man who was tried for stealing Mr. Raven's watch in October 
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1792) committed the theft, returning with the spoil to his hut at Toongabbie before he had 
been missed from it by any of the watchmen. He afterwards played at cards with another 
convict, and exchanged the watches for a nankeen waistcoat and trousers. From this man 
they got into the possession of two or three other people, and were at last, by great 
accident, found to be in the possession of one Batty, an overseer, in the thatch of whose 
hut they, together with ten dollars, were found safe and uninjured.” 
   
Grace Karskens writes that “the ex-convict thespian watchmaker John Sparrow lived in a 
decent house on 'the best part of the Rocks'. He had amongst his possessions bedsteads, 
feather beds, dining, card and tea tables, mahogany chairs, a bureau, mirrors, pictures, 
goblets, tumblers and wine glasses. His house, in what became Cambridge Street, was 
purchased in 1810 by the baker-turned-dealer Andrew Frazier”. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

For some time John Sparrow and a number of the convicts had been involved in the 
construction of a theatre in the Rocks area, behind the stores. Collins describes the January 
1796 ‘first night’ of the new play-house: 
 

“Some of the more decent class of prisoners, male and female, having some time since obtained 
permission to prepare a play-house at Sydney, it was opened on Saturday the 16th, under the 
management of John Sparrow, with the play of The Revenge and the entertainment of The Hotel. 
They had fitted up the house with more theatrical propriety than could have been expected, and 
their performance was far above contempt. Their motto was modest and well chosen—“We cannot 
command success, but will endeavour to deserve it.” Of their dresses the greater part was made by 
themselves; but we understood that some veteran articles from the York theatre were among the 
best that made their appearance. 
 
At the licensing of this exhibition they were informed, that the slightest impropriety would be 
noticed, and a repetition punished by the banishment of their company to the other settlements; 
there was, however, more danger of improprieties being committed by some of the audience than by 
the players themselves. A seat in their gallery, which was by far the largest place in the house, as 
likely to be the most resorted to, was to be procured for one shilling. In the payment of this price for 
admission, one evil was observable, which in fact could not well be prevented; in lieu of a shilling, as 
much flour, or as much meat or spirits, as the manager would take for that sum, was often paid at 
the gallery door. It was feared that this, like gambling, would furnish another inducement to rob; 
and some of the worst of the convicts, ever on the watch for opportunities, looked on the play-house 

Cambridge St. looking to Argyle Cut, Aug. 1881.  
State Library of Victoria. 
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as a certain harvest for them, not by picking the pockets of the audience of their purses or their 
watches, but by breaking into their houses while the whole family might be enjoying themselves in 
the gallery. This actually happened on the second night of their playing.” (Collins) 

 
The door manager mentioned above was Robert Sidaway, who merits the following entry 
in the Australian Dictionary of Biography: 
 

“Robert Sidaway was sentenced to transportation for life at the Old Bailey in 1782 for stealing, and 
arrived in New South Wales in the First Fleet transport Friendship in January 1788. Although Ralph 
Clark mentioned in his journal that Sidaway, a 'daring and villainous fellow', was put in leg irons for 
a month on the way out, apparently he behaved better after his arrival, for he received a conditional 
pardon on 29 November 1792, an absolute pardon on 27 September 1794, and was given a contract 
as baker for the troops. In January 1796 Sidaway opened the first theatre in Sydney. It had been built 
by convicts under the management of John Sparrow. It was in Bell Row and was used until 1798, 
when Governor John Hunter ordered that it be closed as it was a corrupting influence, probably 
because of the robberies taking place on theatre nights. It operated again for a time in 1800 and then 
ceased altogether.” 

  
One of the first plays performed by the convict company in 1796 was The Busybody by 
Susanna Centlivre (1667-1723). In it, the character Marplot brings utter confusion to a 
series of couples who are attempting to woo. His well-intentioned efforts nearly derail all 
the romance. John Sparrow was in the cast below: 
 

Sir George Airy  John Sparrow     Transported for "feloniously stealing" 
Charles   William Chapman    Stealing 400lb of lead from Stepney Church roof  
Marplot   William Fowkes    Painter by trade, transported for theft of trunk 
Sir Francis Gripe  Luke Jones     Theft of clothes from a dwelling place 
Whisper   Richard Evans     Theft of glassware 
Sir Jealous Traffic  Henry Green     Hatter's agent and pickpocket 
Miranda   Mrs Fanny Davis    Robbery (while dressed in men's clothing!) 
Isabinda   Mrs Greville     Her husband was a great theatre-goer, and pickpocket 
Patch   Mrs Mary Anne Radney   Recieving stolen goods 

 

 
 

 
 

The Female Factory at Parramatta, to which Catharine was sent for her crime, was a large 
room annexed to the gaol, designed in 1804 to house sixty women (although it usually 
contained as many as 200 women and their children): In his report commissioner J.T. 
Bigge wrote that "(It) consists of one long room that is immediately above the gaol, having 
two windows... (and being) 60 feet by 20 feet; and at one end are store-rooms, where the 
wool, yarn and cloth are kept. There is one fireplace, at which all the provisions are 
cooked. The women have no other beds than those they can make from the wool in its 
dirty state... No attempt has been made to preserve cleanliness in this room, as the boards 
had shrunk so much, that when they were washed, the water fell through them into the 
prison rooms below". In 1821, Governor Lachlan Macquarie instructed convict architect 
Francis Greenway to design a new factory in Parramatta, with a three storey barracks for 
300 women. 
 
Female factories were essentially workhouses, though they also had hospital and nursery 
functions. The factories also sometimes served as places of punishment for women 
offenders in the colony. In the factories women worked as laundresses and needle-
workers, made nails, hats and rope, wove flax for sail canvas and carded wool.  
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In August 1806 a General Muster took place and Catherine was recorded as a hospital 
nurse at Parramatta, free by servitude. Marsden's Female Muster noted her as married in 
New South Wales, with no children. Obviously she and William Butts had separated and 
he was recorded as living on his 30 acres at the Northern Boundary with his convict 
worker, John Chadwick (Fortune 1806, tried in Carnarvon), the only other person on his 
property. This prompts the question: Could there be any connection between this John 
Chadwick and John Worthington (story following), who also arrived on the Fortune??? 
 

 
 
William Butts died at Parramattta in 1821, aged 58 years, so the following account in the 
Parramatta Advertiser of 25 May 1844, discovered during my research, is not about my 
William, but it makes a good read! He’s probably the William Butts who arrived on the 
Earl Grey in 1836. 
 

“Mary Gilmore (bond) and William Butts (ticket-of-leave) were placed at the bar under the following 
circumstances. 

 
About a month since Gilmore was assigned from the Factory to the service of Mr Harper, at Kissing 
Point. On her arrival, the general appearance of her master's ménage not meeting with her approval, 
she resolved her sojourn should be merely that of a bird of passage, and therefore, resolving, like 
Macbeth-"that when done 'tis best it were done quickly," within a few hours took flight. Being a 
sharp goer, she distanced all pursuit; and all the constables inspired by the knowledge that the 
production of her body before any one of her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, was worth ten shillings, 
searched highway and byeway for her, still Gilmore was non est inventus. However, Constable 
Chambers, on the morning of the previous day happening to take an early valetudinarian walk to 
procure an appetite for his breakfast, strolled into a farm of Mr Curtis's, near Kissing Point, and close 
to the hut occupied by the farmer, Butts and a man named Salcliffe fell in with Gilmore in the act of 
taking up her bed and walking off. Seizure of her, and overhauling of the blankets, was the 
immediate result of the constable's unopportuned appearance, and the bedding appearing both by 
marks as well as Butts' own confession, to be his property, he had to accompany Gilmore on her 
pilgrimage to Parramatta, to answer a charge of harbouring. The Bench, however, directed him to be 
proceeded against by information for the offence, under the Act of Council, and discharged him, 
giving him a gentle hint that, although it was highly creditable of him to covert himself into a 
"Dorcas Society," to afford the loan of a bed and blanket to distressed women. There was a wide 
difference in giving these necessities to ladies lying-in and ladies lying out. Gilmore, for absconding, 
was sentenced, for two months to the third class at the Factory.” 
 

 
 

Enter JOHN WORTHINGTON, who was convicted at Lancaster, Liverpool Quarter 
Sessions for a term of 7 years (his crime or age at the time is not indicated). Quarter 
Sessions were courts in which cases involving non-capital offences were tried by 
magistrates. He arrived on the Fortune from England on 12 July 1806 just in time for the 
General Muster, which indicates he was a prisoner and carpenter at the government 
lumber yard in Sydney. John is believed to be the father of Catharine’s children James, 
Thomas and John. In the absence of the children’s birth records, his paternity cannot be 
confirmed, but most evidence points in his direction. The issue is confused by the possible 
inaccuracy of many of the old records (ages were manipulated for some purposes; parents, 
guardians or relatives were sometimes actually unsure of childrens’ exact age; and clerical 
errors were made). The fact that the names Worthington, Warrington, Worrington and 
Warrenton have been variously used for the children in the records confuses things even 
more. This was most likely due to Catharine’s Irish accent or her probable illiteracy. 
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It seems that John Worthington was not happy downunder. Almost 12 months after his 
arrival the following appeared in the Sydney Gazette of 28 June 1807:  
 

“John Isaac Peyton, Hugh McDonald, William Welsh and Susannah Harris [Harrison] were indicted 
for seducing from their duty the several prisoners hereafter mentioned, by contriving their escape 
from this colony in a vessel named the Argument whereof Hugh McDonald was a part owner; and 
Dennis Maloy [Malloy], John Wetherington [Worthington], George Boyden, James Derbeyshire [alias 
Peter Millington] and James Hargraves [Hargreaves] were likewise indicted for attempting their 
escape from this their lawful place of confinement, by consenting to the plans of the above, and 
assisting to carry them into execution. 

 
Three persons who had likewise engaged in the plot being accepted as evidences for the Crown; viz. 
Brien Overhand, Francois Francisco, a Frenchman, John Simmons, a Dutchman, they gave evidence 
accordingly, which added to that of Peat was conclusive and incontrovertible. The principals rested 
their defence on a positive denial of the facts; but the accessaries declared the charge to be just, and 
by an acknowledgment of their design in this last stage of the trial, threw themselves on the mercy 
of the Court; which cleared, and re-opening all but Susannah Harris were found guilty, and 
sentenced McDonald, Peyton, and Welch to pay a fine of £50 to the King, to be imprisoned 12 
months; and to remain in gaol until the fine be paid - The others to receive 300 lashes each.” 

 

James Derbeyshire (convicted York 1804, 7 years) and James Hargreaves (convicted 
Lancaster 1804, 7 years) were fellow passengers of John Worthington on the Fortune in 
1806. The Minutes of the Proceedings in the Court of Criminal Jurisdiction give details of 
the preparations for the voyage in entertaining detail (See Appendix). The stated 
destination for the excursion was Batavia (present-day Jakarta, Indonesia). 
 

 
 
 

 
The next news of John Worthington appears in the Sydney Gazette under the banner 
“Government and General Orders”. On Friday 5 January 1810 Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie, on the occasion of his taking charge of the Goverment, as an Act of Grace and 
Favour, directed that a number of prisoners be released and set at liberty from the Gaol of 
Sydney. Among these was John. The notice concludes with “The Governor trusts this Act 
of Clemency will have the desired effect on the minds of those men now released from 
Confinement, and that it will stimulate them to be more orderly, and better Members of 
Society for the future.” 
 
Not our John! Several months later, on 23 June 1810, together with Isaac West and Samuel 
Hogg, he was before the Bench of Magistrates, charged with stealing some fowls (tame), 
the property of J. Palmer Esq. at Walloomooloo, on 16th June 1810. The transcript of the 
case is as follows: 
 

“John Redmond sworn says / On Sunday morning last I heard that Mr Palmer of Walloomooloo had 
lost several fowls. I suspected Worthington and West. I, and Cabile? and Quin, searched the house 
of Worthington and went into the back yard, where I poked my stick into a hole close by the back 
door, and there was a fowl in a bag; at the same time I found about ten yards off I found two more 
fowls hid under some shavings; they appeared fresh killed; the last two were warm. On ? thro the 
house at first there was a man, (the pris(oner) Hogg) sleeping in a bed - on finding the first fowl I 
told Quin and Cabitt? to go back and secure him: but he was gone: I took Worthington and West 
after church was over. I suspected West from several circumstances : he had been in Mr Palmers 
employ. 
 
On Monday night we took Hogg. Hogg was taken before Mr. Wentworth on Wednesday morning : I 
was present, he then said he was the man that took the fowls and committed the robbery. In the bed 
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where Hogg was sleeping, a jacket was found, containing some things covered with blood and 
feathers, and three skeleton keys. 

 
Three fowls are now produced, which Mr. Redmond says were the fowls he found in Worthington's 
garden. 

 
William Parls?, sworn says / I am a servant at Mr Palmers : on seeing the fowls, he says, those fowls 
are Mr Palmers. I ??? them - on Saturday night I locked up the poultry; on Sunday morning, I found 
a hole in the wall of the poultry house : I missed 4 geese, 2 ganders, 10 hens, and a cock, and one hen 
turkey. 

 
Enoch Kinsela, sworn says / Isaac West has been in my employ lately : within the last fortnight I 
gave him leave to pass? up his hammock in a skilling? at the end of my house : a few nights after he 
came I lost two fat geese : last Sunday morning I was awoke by a neighbour at 4 o'clock, who told 
me some one was in the yard. I brought out a light, and saw West in the yard, in his shirt : he was 
not in the house when I went to bed at 11 o'clock. The cord produced and found in Hoggs pocket is 
exactly like one I have seen with West. 

 
John Robinson, sworn, says / I am a butcher and live next door to Mr Kinsela : between three and 
four o'clock on Sunday morning last I heard a rustling of the paling, and saw a man walking across 
Mr Kinsela's yard. I called two men living with me. We got up and jumped over the palings and 
roused Mr. Kinsela : and looked about the yard but saw nobody : I called to the man whom I saw in 
the yard and he said go to bed, go to bed : I am sure the prisoner West is the man I saw go across 
Kinsela's yard : it was bright moonlight. 

 
The prisoner Worthington denies the charge and says Hogg came to sleep in his house on the 
Saturday night. He was his shipmate. 
Hogg says he took the fowls. 
West denies the charge. 

 
The Court do find that Worthington and Hogg are guilty, and do order them to be confined to hard 
labour for the space of twelve calendar months and order West to sleep in Gaol till further orders.” 
 

 
 
 

A view of John Palmer’s house, Woolloomooloo. Preston, W. (Walter) 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an6016379 
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John Palmer, the Commissary, was the first individual to occupy land at Farm Cove (then 
the Government Farm and now the Botanic Gardens) and was later one of the first to 
benefit from the change of policy allowing serving officers to receive land grants. He 
received 100 acres of his own at the head of ‘Garden Island Cove’, immediately bordering 
the east side of the town.  Palmer was also the owner of a small timber windmill and a 
bakehouse, later replaced by a larger stone tower windmill,  built in 1800,  on what is now 
the Conservatorium of Music site.  
 
Enoch Kinsela, mentioned above, had a very colourful history. He was born in Tullow 
Ireland December 1770. Records held in the UK National Archives, reveal that John Enoch 
Murphy alias Enoch Kinsela or Enoch Kinselaugh, was convicted at the Worcestershire 
Spring Assizes for bigamy, by marrying Eleanor Lutwyche (prosecutrix) on 18 August 
1804 whilst still married to Mary Bonamy Moullin, whom he married on 7 January 1799 in 
St. Peterport, Guernsey. He was sentenced to 7 years transportation, appealed for 
clemency, but received the recommendation: no mercy. He arrived on the Fortune in 1806. 
In November 1813 he was described in the Sydney Gazette as a brewer, Clarence Street. 
Enoch was the great-grandfather of Charles Kinsela, Funeral Director. 
 
The three men who searched John Worthington’s house were most likely: John 
Redmond/Redman (per Surprise 1790), Chief Constable of Sydney and Gaoler, Sydney 
Gaol; Henry Cable/Kable (per Friendship 1788), who had been removed as Chief Constable 
for poor behaviour in execution of duty, and replaced by Redman; Matthew Quin, who 
was appointed as a constable in Sydney later that year. 
 
Isaac West (convicted at Southampton Assizes for a term of 14 years) and Samuel Hogg 
(convicted at Lancaster Assizes for a term of life) were both shipmates of John 
Worthington on board the Fortune in 1806. Maybe John and Samuel had first made 
acquantance in Lancaster Gaol! It’s interesting to learn something of their lives in the 
colony. From the Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence, we can trace Hogg’s movements 
during 1810 before and after the trial: 
 
In late January Samuel Hogg was reported to be a fugitive from Newcastle. On 30 January 
William Lawson, giving a report for the settlement of Newcastle re stores cargoes, rations 
and prisoners, wrote: “Samuel Hogg and William Johnstone runaways from the settlement 
not having arrived at Sydney, I have dispatched two soldiers - I hope they will intercept 
them. I hope His Excellency will see the necessity of punishing and sending all runaways. 
It will save the officer in Command a Great deal of trouble.” Hogg was to be returned to 
Newcastle when apprehended.   
 
Three days after the trial, Hogg was reported as proceeding to Newcastle per Lady Nelson, 
but on 6 July he escaped from the vessel and an inquiry was held. He was obviously re-
captured by 25 July, when it was noted he would be returning to Newcastle “in irons”. 
However he was not actually sent back until 29 November 1810, again per the Lady Nelson. 
Samuel Hogg came to unhappy end in January 1814, when he drowned in the Hunter 
River. 
 
On 3 June 1809 Isaac West received rations from the Hawkesbury Stores, then in July he 
was discharged from the Hawkesbury Stores as going to Sydney, where he was on a list of 
convicts employed by John Palmer. At 26 years of age, Isaac received his Ticket of Leave, a 
couple of years after the trial. On 28 May 1814 the following appeared in the Sydney 
Gazette: “On Tuesday last the dead body of Isaac West, a man well-known as a bullock-
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driver, was found in the River Hawkesbury. An inquest was the day following convened. 
Verdict - Accidental death.” He is buried at Wilberforce Cemetery. How strange to think 
that John Worthington’s two partners in crime died from drowning within a few months 
of each other. 
 
In another odd coincidence a Samuel Fry was also on a list of convicts employed by John 
Palmer in 1803-08.  Samuel, a sawyer, aged 27, was transported on the Royal Admiral, 
arriving in 1800. He was tried at Middlesex in 1797. In the General Muster of 1825, William 
Worrington, aged 13, born in the colony [birth registered as William Fry Malone], was 
employed by Samuel Fry, Illawarra. 
 

 
 

 
 
The initial settlement of Sydney centred around the three features of Sydney Cove which 
were its lifelines: the stream which provided its fresh water; the safe deepwater anchorage 
which protected its vital connection back to civilisation; and the fertile ground to the east 
of Sydney Cove used to cultivate the first crops. The Tank Stream divided the civil and 
military establishments. The Governor and civil administration lived on the east side of 
the stream and the military and convicts on the west. (Casey & Lowe) 

Plan of the town of Sydney New South Wales ... October 1811 
National Library of Australia. http://nla.gov.au/nla.map-f868 
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John Worthington next appears in the General Muster of Convicts and ex-Convicts in 
NSW 1811, but the surviving records give no details of the subject's life or family in 1811. 

On 7 August 1814 in the Court of Civil 
Jurisdiction, John Worthington was the 
defendant owing £16 to a dealer named 
Thomas Rose. “The House of Thomas 
Rose” is listed in the Classified 
Advertising section of the Sydney 
Gazette as being in Castlereagh Street. 
Rose’s business seems to have ranged 
from selling general provisions to acting as a real estate agent. To give some idea of what 
£16 would buy in 1814, potatoes were 8 shillings per cwt; fowls 6 shillings per couple; and 
eggs 3 shillings per dozen. It is not known whether John came up with the money. Perhaps 
he avoided payment by disappearing, for according to the 1817 General Muster, John 
Worthington had left the Colony, his sentence of 7 years having expired in 1812. Nothing 
further has been discovered of John’s whereabouts. There is no evidence that he returned 
to England. He may simply have left the colony of New South Wales and gone to 
Tasmania or finally found his way to Batavia! 

There is some speculation that John returned once more as a convict on the Elizabeth in 
1820. This John Worthington was convicted at Lancaster Assizes, sentenced to 
death for Highway Robbery, commuted to Transportation for Life. In 1821 he was on a list 
of all persons victualled from H.M. Magazines, indicating that he was a carpenter working 
in the Lumber Yard at the corner of Bridge and George Streets, Sydney. It also indicates 
that he was not housed in a barracks, suggesting that he was considered trustworthy 
enough to have accommodation in lodgings. John Worthington (Elizabeth 1820) died on 17 
May 1825 in Sydney. There is no convincing evidence that he had a connection to 
Catharine Malone. 

 

We assume that Catharine Malone was living in the house of John Worthington while his 
exploits described above were taking place. If so, her social circle probably included the 
cast of characters in the preceding sagas. By 1812 Catharine had four children: James 
Worthington (born 1804-1808), Thomas Worthington (born abt. 1809), John Worthington 
(born 1810-1812) and William Fry Malone (born 1812).  
 
It is speculated that a man named Fry is the father of William, whose birth was registered 
as William Fry Malone, mother’s name Catharine. Could Catharine have made the 
acquaintance of Samuel Fry (mentioned earlier) while co-habiting with John Worthington 
and could he be William’s father? Another intriguing candidate is Richard Fry, a soldier of 
the New South Wales Corps who arrived in NSW on the “Minerva” on 11 January 1800 
and settled in the Colony. In July 1818 his sons John and Richard Fry (mother Margaret 
Cogan) were recommended for admission into the new orphan school, at the same time as 
Catharine Malone’s son Thomas Worthington (see below). On 22 August 1822, the 
Colonial Secretary’s Index gives this same entry for both Richard Fry and Thomas 
Worthington: “Complaint of ill usage at Male Orphan Institution; ordered to land boats 
and take boats to Kissing Point”. We’ll probably never know who was William’s father, 
but it’s fun to speculate. William was apparently in the care of David and Mary Knowland 
as a child and married Louisa (Lucy) Knowland in 1841. This branch of the family is well 
covered by Max Laidley. 
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The years following the disappearance of John Worthington were obviously extremely 
difficult ones for Catharine. She was variously described in the musters as “wife of 
William Butts” (1814), “widow” (1817), “settler’s wife” (1818),  “married to John 
Worthington” (1819) and “dead” (1821).  One can only speculate on the life of turmoil 
which resulted in these erratic records and the tragic ones that follow: 
 
July 1818: The return of Orphans in the District of Liverpool records: 
"Thomas WARRENTON, aged 8 years - in the care of David Nowlands of Airds - Father's 
name John Warrenton; Left the colony; Mothers name Catherin Malone; resides in Sydney; 
has 4 children and in great distress". Also: 
 
April 1819: Colonial Secretary's Index: Thomas Warrington - admitted to the Male Orphan 
School; David Nowlan his guardian. And finally: 
 
July 1820: Colonial Secretary's Index: John Warrington - admitted to the Male Orphan 
School - Catherine Maloney, Liverpool, washerwoman, his mother, John Warrenton, his 
father.  
 
Catherine’s eldest son James was apparently still with his mother in 1818, but nothing is 
known of him until 31 May 1823, when an entry in the Colonial Secretary’s Index indicates 
he was employed by Moses Brennan, who had land at Appin. Moses was an Overseer and 
Irish Rebel, tried in Wexford in 1799 and sentenced to transportation for Life. He arrived 
in New South Wales per Anne in 1801. More of James later. 
 

 
 

Happily the report of Catharine’s demise in 1821 was greatly exaggerated; she probably 
just escaped the muster somehow! In the 1822 Muster she is very much alive and appears 
as Catherine Bennett, the wife of Edward Bennett, thought to be a Defender/United 
Irishman, who arrived in the Colony on the Britannia I on 27 May 1797.  He had been tried 
in the Assizes at Mulligar, County Westmeath, Ireland in March 1795 and sentenced to 
transportation for life for attempting to break into a house near Ballynaise.  Fellow 
‘passenger’ John Kenny wrote of the voyage in a letter:  

“We sailed the 19th March. On the 24th a conspiracy was discovered among some of the prisoners in 
our vessel, in which about forty were concerned - Fortunately for me I was not of the number. They 
had administered an oath to each other, to rise on the officers, murder them, and take the ship 
whenever they could, to effectuate their liberty. The ringleader proposed the oath to me, but I deem 
it the most fortunate occurrence in my life, I refused to be any way concerned. 

The mutineers were punished in the most exemplary manner; some received three, and others seven 
hundred lashes; the punishment was inflicted with the utmost severity. I was never so shocked as at 
hearing the groans of the sufferers; eleven died in consequence of their deserved punishment. “ 

Edward Bennett was among the convicts who received 300 lashes for planning ship 
mutiny.  
 
By 1814 Edward owned a residence and 70 acres in the Parramatta district and received a 
Conditional Pardon in 1816. 
 
By the 1825  Muster, Catherine was free by servitude, the wife of Edward Bennett of 
Parramatta. 
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Catherine died on 4 August 1841,  and was buried at St Patrick's 
Church, Parramatta.  The memorial inscription reads: 
“Sacred to the memory of Catharine Bennet (sic)  
who departed this life August 4 1841 Aged 70 years”. 
 
This is the oldest undisturbed Catholic cemetery in Australia. It 
contains a large number of historic graves, ranging from the late 
1700s to the mid 1900s and many of the headstones and graves had 
suffered damage and weathering. Thankfully Parramatta Council 
undertook restoration of a number of damaged headstones 
(including Catharine’s) to ensure their long-term preservation. 
 
Edward Bennett died on 8 February 1842, aged 67 years, and was 
buried in the same cemetery.  
 

 
 
Ann McNamara (aka Grant) was Catherine’s partner in crime  back in Ireland and was 
transported with her. Interestingly Ann Grant had a previous trial in Dublin in 1791, when 
she and three other women were charged with stealing a striped grey cloak and red 
morocco leather pocket book from a pawn-broker. At the urging of the pawn-broker, they 
were all acquitted as the property had been recovered. One can only assume that 
Catharine and Ann were friends, or at least acquantances, at the time, and it’s fascinating 
to discover how their lives diverged after arriving in New South Wales. 
 
In 1799 Ann was granted a licence for an inn in 
Sydney, The Jolly Sailors. The 1801 Muster records 
her as co-habiting with Joseph Inch (Surprise, 
1790). She had two children with Joseph, Joseph 
b.1801 and Ann b.1803. Ann became a successful 
shopkeeper in Pitt Street, Sydney and advertised 
regularly in The Sydney Gazette. Her death notice 
in the same publication advised that she died on 
22 October 1809, of a consumptive complaint 
under which she had severely suffered for several 
years. The following month the usual 
advertisement appeared with the wording “On 
Sale at the House of Joseph Inch (late Mrs Ann 
Grant’s)” plus a note at the bottom that there 
were furnished lodgings to be let. In 1810 Joseph 
petitioned the Governor to grant him and his two 
‘orphan children’ the continuation of his lease. In 
the same year he was granted a licence to retail wines and spirits in Sydney and was later 
recorded as the publican of the Bunch of Grapes.  
 
Joseph Inch married Elizabeth Hindley in 1814. They had one child, Jane Ann b.1821, who 
was Joseph’s sole heir when he died in 1836. In the Supreme Court on 1 February 1839 
Jane Ann was declared as of unsound mind and incapable of managing her own affairs. In 
the Case Notes it’s recorded that “Her property is worth about £500 a year, and consists of 
four houses in Pitt Street, two in Castlereagh Street, a farm at Bumbury Curran, eight 
shares in the Bank of New South Wales upon which £840 is paid, and eight shares in the 

(Photo courtesy of Pat Connelly) 
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Bank of Australia upon which £420 is paid. When the father died, he left cattle, which 
were sold by public auction, and part of the purchase money was given to the mother, and 
the other part laid out in the Bank Stock described; the deceased Mr Inch had a nephew 
and neice [sic] in the Colony, both of whom are prisoners; Joseph Inch and Mrs Styles of 
Bungonia, were son and daughter of the deceased Mr Inch, but not born in wedlock.”  
 
Mr Wyatt, who had been appointed guardian over Jane Ann Inch by the will of her father, 
told the court that “he did not know who was the heir-at-law, nor to whom the property 
would go into the event of the young woman's death. He merely made this application to 
ensure her from being taken advantage of by any designing person who might be glad to 
get hold of her property, and afterwards get rid of her; he thought £500 a year was a great 
temptation.” Presumably he had Joseph’s other offspring in mind! Why were Ann Styles 
(nee Inch) and Joseph Inch in gaol? Two articles in The Sydney Gazette could throw some 
light on Ann’s circumstances: 

(2 July 1835) “Ann Styles, a delicate little creature, who had a more striking likeness to a 
wax doll than a human being, with an infant of about three months old in her arms, stood before the 
magisterial power, charged by William Dunn for breaking one pane of window glass. It appeared 
that the officers of the Court knew the circumstances connected with the case very particularly, 
which is thus :- Wm. Dunn is a married man, and it appeared he co-habited with the defendant, by 
whom she had a child; he not affording her any support, she, in the heat of her passion, threw a 
stone at the plaintiff's window. The unhappy woman was sentenced to pay the cost of the pane of 
glass, etc. which amounted in all to six shillings. The case was a peculiarly hard one, and seemed to 
elicit much censure on the father of the child.” 

(17 October 1840) “INQUESTS. - An inquest was held on the body of a woman named Ann Styles, in the 
Plymouth Arms public house, on Monday last. The woman had been found dead in the streets about 
six on the morning of that day. From the evidence given by Dr. Arnott at the inquest, it appeared 
that death had been occasioned by apoplexy, produced by intemperance; verdict accordingly.” 
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 APPENDIX 
 

R. v. Peyton and others 
Court of Criminal Jurisdiction 
Atkins J.A., 27 June 1807 

Source: Minutes of Proceedings, 1788-1815, Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, State Records N.S.W. 5/1149 
 

[459] Isaac Peyton, Hugh McDonald, Susannah Harrison, William Welsh, Dennis Molloy, John 
Worthington, George Boyden, James Derbyshire alias Peter Millington, James Hargreaves placed at the bar 
vide indictment no. 8 [for attempting to escape the colony].  

            Benjamin Peat sworn says that he was half owner of a vessell called the Argument and that Hugh 
McDonald one of the prisoner was owner of the other half. That about ten weeks back McDonald applied to 
him for the vessell to take some casks to middle Harbour which he agreed to and the [460] next morning 
McDonald with a man named Francisco took her from Sydney Cove to Cockle Bay. From some information 
he had received he thought he had done wrong to lend her and in consequence he went to Cockle Bay and 
brought the boat back to the cove. McDonald asking the reason for her being removed into the cove. He told 
him that he thought he had done wrong in allowing her to go to Cockle Bay and that if he had any thing to 
put in her he might bring them to the wharf and then ship them, not neither still or warm should go on 
board her. That eight casks were put on board her by McDonald at sun down. The same day McDonald 
with Francisco came to him and asked him to put them on board which he did and he then returned on 
shore and soon after McDonald and Francisco weighed the anchor for the purpose as they said of going to 
the Middle Harbour. But still suspecting that Middle Harbour was not their place of destination he followed 
her [461] in his small boat and got on board her, but not finding the things on board which McDonald had 
informed him he was going to take to middle harbour he lent him his small boat to go in search of them and 
while he was gone he told a man who was on board that he suspected the vessell would not come back any 
more; and to prevent her going out of the harbour they ran her on shore at Farm Cove, and about 12 or 1 
o'clock that night they got her off and returned with her to Sydney Cove. The next morning McDonald came 
to him and said you lent me a pretty dance last night. I answered that I suspected the vessell was going to 
be run away with and that every person should take care of themselves and desired him to take the casks 
out of her, for she should not go at all and two days after he went to the Hawkesbury with her and returned 
in a fortnight or three weeks. That on the 21st of May he was again going to the [462] Hawkesbury. 
McDonald came to him and said he would go with him and went on board, and they set sail but suspecting 
something he kept a good look out. When abreast of Bradleys Point he saw a boat which he suspected was 
for the purpose of cutting him off, on which he hauled his wind and stood a contrary course. At the same 
time the boat changed hers and came after him, and he saw Francisco in her. That he desired McDonald to 
go below her, for he suspected that the persons four in number in the boat were going to seize the vessel. 
He thought it prudent to bear down to the Speedwell, a vessell belonging to Andrew Thompson. On hailing 
her he desired the master of her to send him a man and a gun, for he suspected that the boat in sight had an 
intention to seizing the vessell that his partner McDonald who was on board him was one of the gang. The 
boat then steered for the North Shore but observing the vessell putting about with an intention of returning 
[463] to the cove, the boat again pursued them. Deponent says that he desired Warner to take the small boat 
and acquaint the persons who were in the King's boat at the South Head with the circumstance which was 
done, while himself followed the boat and coming up with them and waved his hand to them, but coming 
up close to them they put about with an intention of avoiding him. They rowed towards the North Shore 
where they landed.  

            Question by McDonald. At the time you desired McDonald to go below did he make any resistance:?  

            Answer. He did not but said he would go where I thought proper.  

            Question. What reason had you to suspect I was not going with the vessell to Middle Harbour ?  

            Answer. Because he did not bring the sugar on board which he said he meant to do and because the 
vessell was too large for that purpose, for a smaller one would have done.  

            Question. At the time she was going to Hawkesbury and yourself and McDonald, was there not a 
tombstone belonging to McDonald on board her?  
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            [464] Answer. There was.  

            Question. What things had McDonald on board besides a few slops?  

            Answer. I cannot tell.  

            Question. Did not McDonald inform you that he had many debts to collect at Hawkesbury?  

            Answer. Yes he told me he wished to get the corn round.  

            Question by the court. Can you take on yourself to say that the boat that was following you was with 
an intention of boarding and seizing the vessel?  

            Answer. No other than that of her putting about after me and seeing Francisco on board her.  

            Brian Overhand admitted King's evidence. Sworn says that about 8 or 10 weeks ago a man belonging 
to Mr Blaxcell came to him and desired him to call at his house that evening. That being fatigued he did not, 
but on seeing him the day after he told me to meet him at the house of Isaac Peyton, and about six o'clock 
that evening he went there where he found Peyton and his wife, McDonald, a man named Machie and some 
men from the Hawkesbury. On going into the house Peyton, his wife and McDonald were at tea which 
being finished a bottle [465] of rum and some water were put on the table. After some common 
conversation McDonald and Peyton told me they supposed I understood what I was come there for. I 
answered I did not. Peyton said pointing to McDonald that he was a person who owned a boat and if I 
wished to have my liberty it was then before me, and that if I let this opportunity slip I should never have 
so good an one. I then asked them where the boat was. McDonald said she was at the Hawkesbury but that 
he expected her down in a short time. On acquainting him that I should not be able to furnish myself with 
necessaries, he informed me that it should not be at a farthing expence but not everything should be paid 
me. On asking McDonald and Peyton where the boat was to go to, they both assured me to Batavia, and so 
it was agreed on between himself and Peyton and McDonald. Says that he was to navigate the vessel to that 
place. No further conversation passed that night, but a few days afterwards as he was [466] passing 
Peyton's house Peyton called him into his house and asked what it was necessary to procure for the voyage 
and particularly what instruments I might want. I informed a compass and quadrant were necessary and 
that he wanted a nautical boat if one could be procured. Peyton said that as soon as the boat was returned 
from the Hawkesbury he would let him know. This was all that passed at that time. A few days after he 
again saw Peyton when he desired me to look out for some person who might have a quadrant to sell. I 
went on board the Commerce with John Simmons where a man of the name of Hambleton had one for sale, 
which I purchased from him for two pounds. This I acquainted Peyton with the same evening, who gave 
me a one pound bank of England note and desired me to give it to Hambleton as part payment and the 
remainder should be paid in a day or two. I gave him the one pound note and I then received the quadrant, 
which I brought to Isaac Peyton's house. In a few [467] days I was furnished by Peyton's wife with the 
remaining one pound to complete the payment for the quadrant. Some few days after Peyton informed me 
that the vessell was arrived and as soon as she was discharged it was Peyton and McDonald's intention to 
bring her round to Cockle Bay for the conveniency of putting the things on board from Peyton's and 
Welsh's. The day the vessell was brought round to Cockle Bay, Peyton gave me an iron pot which I was to 
put on board her, but I carried it to Welsh's and delivered it to him. He then went home, but on passing by 
Peyton he found the vessell had left Cockle Bay. That he then went to Peyton house who informed him that 
Benjamin Peat had taken the vessell to Sydney Cove. The next day himself and Peyton's wife went to Mr 
Bevan's, where they purchased a compass from his clerk which was paid for by her, and carried to Peyton's 
house where McDonald was who informed him it was his intention to take the vessell to the North Shore 
that [468] evening and that he would take Francisco with him to assist which was done and at same time 
Francisco took with him a bundle of linen among which was the compass. At some time he was desired by 
Peyton and McDonald to get another boat along with John Simmons and take a number of articles with 
them for the purpose of putting them on board the vessel then at the North Shore. In the evening they did 
as they had been desired. That after going as far as Bradley's Point and not finding the vessell they returned 
and left the articles on Pinchgut Island and brought the boat into Cockle Bay. Some time after meeting 
McDonald he informed me that he had made a fresh agreement with Peat that they were to go alternately to 
the Hawkesbury and he thought that this was a better plan than the other. That it was his intention to put 
some casks on board the vessell under the pretence of going to middle harbour when the articles prepared 
for the voyage should be put on board her. He called at Welsh's house where he found Peyton and [469] 
Millington concealed, where they informed me that they had secreted themselves until an opportunity 
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offered of their going away. On the Sunday after I carried some empty casks, jams, some pumpkins and a 
bag of potatoes about a mile below Bradley's Point where he landed them and left them in charge of Peter 
Millington. On the Wednesday Peyton asked me if I was going down with them to assist in carrying the 
things down to the place where they meant to leave them. I told him I would not go but defer it to the next 
day, when I went to Peyton's house with John Worthington where I saw McDonald who informed me that 
he expected the vessell would leave the cove that day and that he would inform him in time for himself and 
Worthington to go down to meet the vessell. About the middle of the day he met again Worthington who 
informed him he had seen McDonald and that he had informed him it was his (McDonald's) intention to 
leave the cove in the [caiss] of an hour. That he himself and Worthington immediately proceeded towards 
[470] where the boat lay and on going we met George Boyden when Worthington informed me that he was 
one of the persons who was going in the boat. That myself Boyden and Worthington got into the boat and 
went down the harbour with an intention of joining the vessell where the provisions and other articles were 
deposited. Just as they got to Bradley's Point they observed the boat that had gone down the night before 
pulling towards the vessel. That himself with the others who were in the boat went down to the place where 
the several articles were secreted, but the vessel being on the south side and seeing the impossibility of their 
reaching her, it blowing very fresh, I returned to Sydney but left Boyden and Worthington at the deposit, 
and brought with me Molloy, Mrs Susannah Harrison, another woman, two children, one box, one trunk 
and two boys which were intended to have been put on board the vessell.  

            Question by Peyton. Do you remember bringing some wheat up in Cheer's cart to the mill some time 
in April on a Sunday.  

             Answer. I do.  

            [471] Question. Did you see me at the mill at the time you was unloading the cart?  

            Answer. I do not as I recollect.  

            Question. Did I ever forbid you coming within my gates any more?  

            Answer. He desired me not to come so frequently through the front gate for fear of my being 
observed.  

            Question by McDonald. Did you ever see me and John Simons together before it was fixed on to go 
to Batavia ?  

            Answer. I never saw him before that night.  

            John Simmons a Prussian sworn. Says that he went on board the Commerce with Overhand for the 
purpose of purchasing a quadrant which was done and brought on shore to Isaac Peyton's. That he saw 
Isaac Peyton give Overhand a 20 shilling bill to pay for the quadrant that was brought on shore. That he has 
twice brought provisions from Welsh's [shilling] to the deposit below Bradley's Point, which was for the 
purpose of going to Batavia. That at Peyton's house he was asked by Peyton and McDonald whether he 
wished to have his liberty, as a better opportunity never could offer as McDonald assumed the boat [472] 
and that in consequence of such agreement between himself, Peyton and McDonald he furnished himself 
with provisions for the voyage. That John Worthington, George Boyden, William Welsh and James 
Derbyshire alias Peter Millington, James Hargreaves and Dennis Molloy were to go with them. That he has 
several times taken provisions from Peyton's house for the voyage.  

            John Lincoln, clerk to Mr David Bevan, sworn, says that Susannah Harrison with some person whom 
he believes to be Overhand came to his master's shop and purchased a compass which she paid for.  

            John Mallott sworn as interpreter.  

            Francisco a Frenchman on being sworn says by his interpreter that he did receive from Peyton's 
house a handkerchief with some linen among which was a compass. That he went with McDonald for the 
purpose of conveying the same on board the vessel and that it was his intention to go to Batavia, and that he 
identifies the several prisoners who were to accompany him to that place.  
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            [473] The evidence on the part of the Crown being closed, the several prisoners were put on their 
defence and first Isaac Peyton who calls Henry Kable who being sworn. Question by Peyton. Did I not 
apply to you for a passage for myself and children in the Commerce ?  

Answer. For yourself you did, but cannot recollect you did for the children. Isaac Peyton delivers into court 
the paper no. 1 read by the Judge Advocate  

            Hugh McDonald delivers into court the paper no. 2 read by the Judge Advocate  

            Susannah Harrison delivers into court the paper no. 3 read by the Judge Advocate  

            William Welsh denies the charge.  

            Dennis Molloy denies the charge.  

            John Worthington acknowledges the intention of going away from the colony.  

            George Boyden acknowledges the same.  

            James Derbyshire alias Peter Millington acknowledges the same.  

            James Hargreaves acknowledges the same.  

            Isaac Peyton guilty, sentence ₤50 and 12 months imprisonment in H.M. jail until fine paid.  

            Hugh McDonald, guilty ₤50 and 12 months imprisonment in H.M. jail until fine paid.  

            Susannah Harrison not guilty, as being under the influence of Isaac Peyton.  

            William Welsh, guilty ₤50 and 12 months imprisonment in H.M. jail until fine paid.  

            Dennis Molloy, guilty 300 lashes.  

            John Worthington, guilty lashes.  

            George Boyden, guilty lashes.  

            James Derbyshire alias Peter Millington, guilty lashes  

            James Hargreaves, guilty lashes.  

            George Boyden, James Derbyshire alias Peter Millington, James Hargreaves, John Worthington 
having acknowledged their offences, the court by leave to recommend them to his Excellency's 
consideration.  

Richard Atkins J.A. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


